
These two charts illustrate the average impact response from Snell/DOT and DOT only helmets at various impact levels.

Charts based on research paper presented at 2015 IRCOBI Conference.  “Motorcycle 
Helmet Impact Response at Various Levels of Severity for Di�erent Standard 
Certi�cations,” E. Becker, D. Anishchenko, S. Palmer, 2015 IRCOBI Conference Proceedings, 
Sept. 2015, Lyon, France.

Visit the Snell Memorial Foundation Channel on YouTube to see how Snell tests helmets and how 
helmets work to protect.

NO SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE

SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCENO SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE

Snell M2010

DOT FMVSS 218

Pe
ak

 G
 (S

ho
ck

)

Velocity - Meters per Second

Flat Anvil Impact Response - 57-59 cm (ISO J) Sized Samples

Snell M2010

DOT FMVSS 218

Pe
ak

 G
 (S

ho
ck

)

Velocity - Meters per Second

Hemispherical Anvil Impact Response - 57-59 cm (ISO J) Sized Samples

    1            2            3           4            5            6           7            8            9           10         11         12

500

400

300

200

100

    0

    1            2            3           4            5            6           7            8            9           10         11         12

500

400

300

200

100

    0

Copyright 2015, Snell Memorial Foundation, Inc., 3628 Madison Ave. Suite 11, North Highlands, California 95660 - 888-SNELL99 (888-763-5599) - info@smf.org - www.smf.org 

Motorcycle Helmet Impact Response
Snell versus non-Snell certi�ed helmets


