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FORWARD

An endeavor has been made to design nerallﬁ apilicable
standards for the fabricatiom of racing crash helmets, upon
which certification can be made by the Snell Memorial Foundation,
Previous certification by the Foundation of such crash helwets
has been on the basis of comparative testing with the utilization
of those found to be significantly superior as an "internal
standard" against which other forms of head protection might be
%udged. It 1s now felt necussari that certaln minimum standards

or helmets intended for racing be established and adequately
recorded. The need for this has become increasingly apparent
with the progressively more keen interest in certificatiom by
overseas helmet manufacturers for whom the use of 'Intermal
standards'' as in the past presents certain difficulties. In-
creased interest by manufacturers in this country and by pro-
gressively larger numbers of consumer groups has also made this
need apparent,

It must be understood that these standards are of minimum nature
and it Is the sincere hope of the Foundation that manufacturer
research will continue, Stimulation to this end should be attained
by virtue of the Foundation's plan to annually revise these
standards upward, It is expected that such revisions will be of

a progressive nature,

It must be understood that protection given by any crash helmet
cannot be complete and that the wearing of such helmet may not
entirely prevent head 1njurz or even death in certain severe
accidents. The best crash helmet is but one link in a long chain
of safety which includes seat belts, roll bars, adequate track
supervision, etc., The weakening of any one link in this chain
tends to destroy the basic value of the entire chain,

The attention of the consumer should be called to the fact that
of necessity helmets are constructed so that the energy of a
severe blow 1s absorbed in the partial destruction of the helmet,
This damage may not be readily apparent and it 1s stron ly
recommended by the Foundation that consumer groups require that
any helmet involved in a atinlflcant accident be returned to the
manufacturer for competent Inspection. If such inspection is not
readily available, the helmet should be replaced.






